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HER E 2 are many v ſabtil Doves cy : 
the: Enemy of Mankind endeavours. W · 1:1 
S hinder the Sacred of the Goſpel. Among 5 


= he incourages Prejudices againſt the Per- 


| Tons, whom Chriſt is pleaſed to ſend upon this no- 


ble Deſign V of turning Sinners from the Evil of their 


Ways to > God. He knows, if he can weaken their 


Reputation by falſe Aſperſions, or render their 
Authority ſuſpected by ihe ſhew of Objections, 
ö they will be little ee aud he Tang! be the 
J . ſecure of 3 r 1 | 


THIS Stratagem has hw dil gentl plied: of 
Jab: but it is a very old one; Wiel owever 


ſhould not be eſteem” the more a or wor- 


thy of Imitation by thoſe who pretend the great- 
Al Reſpect for | Antiquity. We may trace it as 
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_ thigh as Moſes's: time, who, when he ſuppoſed: Mes vill. 1 
: ——— have underſtood, how * 4. God by 25, N | 


| bis. Hand would deliver them, and therefore endea-- 
| -vour'd 20 ſer wo of: them at one again who mere 
Faule. a met with this Repulſe from him moan I» 
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Teraft has been continually 7 cl from the Be- 
1 ning of the New. The Hie and the Levires 
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= the ſame manner with our Lord «de. oÞ 
., - - tically asking him that Queſtion, which fro 
Works they might have eaſily reſolved . 3 
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AND now von e ths: Commiſſion of 
our Lord was calld in Queſtion, you: may well 
expect it ſhould afterward be with the Diſciples, 
2s it had been before with their Maſter. | The moſt 
 - famous and eminent of them could not eſcape 
1 the like Treatment. We need not wonder at what ; 
Bas happen d in our Time; if we do but obſerve, 
how the Apoſtle Paul, who was inferiour to nne 
in Gifts, Zeal, Diligence or Succeſs, was fore d to 
. 'vindicate- his Authority to ſome Chriſtians, who, 
ttmhough they were well acquainted with him, yet 1 
RY gave way too much to the Inſinuations of crafty F 
And {ſelfiſh Men, who had crept in among them, 
- -and-call'd- His Authority in Quieſtion, endeavour- 
ing upon the ruines of 2 Reputation to eſtabliſh || + 
..- , their own. It might have been expected, that 
He, if any Man, ſhonld have been ſecurd from 
ſuch Uſage, not only by the Miracles which con- 
RY atteſted | his Nan but by "Y a 
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in any of his —— and uſed not to depreciate 
or coirtemn the Endeavours of others; nay, Who 
rejoiced in the ſpreading the 2 when thoſe 
who were Enemies to himſelf were imployd in 
doing it: Which is a Temper, very foreign to 


many in our Days. Some, ſays he, preach Chriſt Phil i. 
= ome alſo 95 Good. willi 15, &c. 


eben f Hnuy and Fee and 
I he one preach Chriſt of Gontention, not ſincerely, ſup- 


pong to add Aſlliction to my Bonds : but the other of 


Lone, knowing -that I am ſet for the Defence of the 
Goſpel, What then ?  nonwithſtanding eveyy may, 
wber her in Pretence,* or in Truth, 2 is Preached, 
and I therem; do Rejoyce, yea, and I will Rejoyce. 
_ reaſonably might one of this Temper have 
ed others ſhould have forborn all Attempts 
$ — underväluing him! But they, who have the beſt 


Authority themſelves, are obſery'd to be ordina - 
e noiſy and ae OWE the IRE | 
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5 IE E eee to — this Epilile u was ſent, 


were a Church of the Apoſtle Pauls own Plantingy 


with whom he had ſpent à conſiderable Lime: 


and yet now in his Abſence ſome arrogant Preten- 


der had rais d baſe. Pre judices in their Minds a- 


gainſt him. This gave him occaſion to ſpeak much 
in his own Vindication in both his Epiſtles to that 


Church. He amploys a Variety of Arguments to 


juſtify to them his Authority, and, among others, 
he here makes uſe of one very likely to convince 


them, it being drawn from ſomewhat they felt in 


| their own Beata: vis. Tho _—_ ef bis Men 
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un upor the acebunt of his Manner of . 1t1r 
in his former Epiſtle to them. Do we, ſays he, 
begin * 10 commend our ſelves ꝗ q. d. You 
© greatly miſtake, if you imagine it à pleaſant 
I Thing to me to be ſpeaking of my ſelf. 1 

© have wholly abſtained from every Thing of that 

Nature in my former Epiſtle, and in this, had 

I not ſeen it neceflary to clear my ſelf of ſome 

__ © Imputations, which might hinder the Uſefulneſs 

others, - Epiſtles of "Commendation to-you, or Letters: of 

Commendation from you? q. d. If I were ſeeking 

my ſelf, or were chiefly ſolicitous to make an In- 

i tereſt for my ſelf among you, I might uſe the 

= © little Arts of Inſinuation, ſo happily practis d 

© by the falſe Teachers, who have obtain d the 

© Applauſe and Admiration they deſir d among you, 
and in order to jt have taken Care not to come 

< without Letters to recommend them. But I am 

© aboye thoſe Things, and have no need to com- 

mend my ſelf, or to be commended to you, or 

© by you? And that he might make them ſenſible 
how needleſs any formal Recommendation was for 

him, he adds: Ie are our Epiſtle written in our 

Hearts, known and read of all Men, q. d. Le are 

£ your ſelves my cleareſt Epiſtle, and the Commen- 

dation I more value my ſelf upon, than any that 
Men can give me under their Hands. Lou your 

_ © ſelves ſufficiently commend me to the World; 

_ © who, by obſerving what you are, may form a 

Judgment concerning me. In your Converſation, 

© as in Letters Patents, all Men may read what 

-< Commiſſion and Authority T have? And then in 
the Words of the Text he gives them 4 Reaſon, | 

. ___ _ why he accounted them ſuch a Commendation of 

. Himſelf, For as much as ye Aa" 
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In ſpeaking to which We 1 b _ fuſs This 
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ſtianity. 
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— . 1 1 will he. you, Te by their s 
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and to form a Judgment by ſich a kind of Rule, 
as that which nets: here goes ren, COVER 


3.1 will er bent to you, "what it was i in 8 — 


Ge - that manifeſtly declared them to b 
_ the Epiſtle of Chriſt; Now that was their unfeigned 
_ Converſion to Chriſtianity. Nothing elſe can be-un- 


derſtood as referr d to here. For it was ſome- 
what effected by the Spirit of God, in the ef- 
which he made ule of the Apoſtles Mini- 


fry, as is expreſhy aſſerted in the Text; miniftred, 
fays he, by us, written not with Ink, but with (that. | 


is, by) the Spirit of the Living God. And what 
can we imagine that to be, — their Converſion ?. 
Beſides, it was ſomewhat. obvious. and plain to be 
diſcern d; which not only their F ellow-Chriſtians, 0 
but all others who had any Knowledge of them, 


| ht eaſi receive, and could hardly avo 
ie aur V pe . id 


To which purpoſe he ſpeaks of them 


= in the 5 foregoing Verſe, an  Epiitle. fnomm and, - 


read 


UI. 1 vill i inquire, lun far it is 1 225 2 : 
fo us now to eſteem any as. the Epiſtle f Chriſt 3 


FT "ty ran. And 2 "their ve ü was 
i The Alteration made in them was too great, not 
to command the Notice and Admiration of all 
if x Cor. about them. Th had been Gentiles, carrieu 

Al. 2. æway unto dumb Idols, even as they were lad. But 
'Z now they were convinced of he Unreaſonable- 


nes of the Worſhip they formerly paid thetn; 
i an + 3 and #new that an Lol ts. nothing in the World. (has 
| nothing of Godhead in it, and that the Deity it 
repreſents is fictitious) and that there is none other 
God but one; and ſo to them there was now but one 
God the Father, of whom were all . Things, and 
they in bim; and one. Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 5 whom 
were all Things, and they by him. They were 
now, with the Theſſalonians, turned to God from 
' Tots, to ſerve the living and rrue God, ud #0 wait 
. 5 Gee 34454 


AND as they had eib ae Ou, ſo 
likewiſe a new Manner of Worſhip ; offering all 
their Worſhip! thro! Jeſus the Mediator, in 2 
Subjection to whoſe Ordinances they. voluntarily 

put themſelves; They became the Subjects and 
Servants of a new Lord, and acted by the Dire- 
ction of a new Law, intirely oppoſite to their 
former Manner and Courſe of Late. . The change 
of their Notions: would have been a ſmall Matter, 
had not their new Notions influenced them to a 
more regular and orderly Converſation, - Had 
they retaind their old Vices in the Profeſſion 
they made of a new Religion, they would have 
brought a Diſgrace upon that, and have gain d 
little Reputation to t 8 But the change 
was truly Glorious, and evidencd the Nobleneſs 
of that Religion they turn'd to, when they aban- 
dond all their former Impieties, and enter d 


and riet Courſe of 1 and Virtue. In 12 
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15 theſe Coriutlianfl. T eir City Had been 
fe. vg. time remarkable for Debauehery. 
Ther Jug. between” two Seas ve them a 

aſt Adyantage above any City in Greece” for 
Trats, te 0 1120 8 them exceeding: Wealthy; 
and their We 2d. ir Luxut Tntempe- 
rance and Leue ſnefs : So that hls were few, 
if any. ties, which Ha qual ot an the diſſe 
lute and ſenſual Lives of its Inhabitants} Wo 
were indeed infamous enough to become à Fre- vi * 
ee Greeks. And we are not to 99 2 KEE 

ſe; Coriuthians, who. 'became Conperts to 
Fol Had elcap) the Conta ion of the Place 
any more than their Fellow-Citizens, Who till 
8 de Fin their old Kele bn? We are certain 
apfragye Þ the ane iven of them 

r_ Epiſtle. Nubm ye e the Un. g vi. 
0M ©; an Hy inherit the 'Kin dom of God? — 10, 11. 
neit ber For hicqtors, nor ' Tdolaters, nor | 
Aa exerg, or Effeminate, "or Abuſers of them. 
” 3 545 Hani, nor Thieves, nor Covttous, nor 
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every. Thing, he . are enrich bim, in 105 Utte- 
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ng Gift, waiting for the comns 


Lord F 13 4 in which words, he thanks God 


not only the Miraculous Gifts which that 


«know lodge 
K If iſe tor. their Iineſs.. a 
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And, well. it Tay, he 
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ni make Men Holy in all manner ©: F. Cobberla. 
on. ö Ane I conceive it is upon the 1 . 


eir Holineſs, and not their extra aordinar '-H Ale, 5 


they are commended. in the Text, and filed 7hs 
PI of. Chriſt. The laſt Words W 1 0 


to. confine the Expreſſion . to this Sen 7 
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Therein he days, This Epiſtle was written "not 71 
Tables of. Stone, but in th 00% Tables of be Heatt : 


which, certainly refers not to their Miraciious ” N 


Gifte, but, wholly to the Law of Chriſt; the Wri- 


ting of: "which. 18 compar d to, and prefer d be- 
fore the Writing of the Law, Which God e ts | 


doſes. But this leads me to conſi der, 


x. How the Gorki by uh wha gere 10 
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their Tord, 4 cautious of aſſuming Ch 
eſt they Mang em £5 to der ate 8 
him. "And {6 this Apoſtle ſpeaks of himfelf only 
28 an Au en, imploy'd by Chriſt in | wiiting 
' the Epiſtle. Minz red, fays be, by us ; written 
wot with Ink, but 5 the Spirit rt of # the Living. Gud. 
And therefore in the next Verſe. but ons, he adds: 
1 that 7 ſuffici . [> fir 70 EY 
| ing as of our is uf bier F 0 
75 Ss in 401 Fog 1 1 of . New 
2 owever een imp ; 
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br, 26d win 2 bew 
to an tnfeighed"and! chearful Subjection th: 
w of God. How often do we (ee the: frongeſ 
Arguments from'Evenlaſting:Rewirds! and 
ments prove I neffectual! Nay, Arguments den 
from ſuch Thin gs as Sinners regal, have very 
Utttle Porce upon hike, 51 . ongly addicted 
ta their Laſts!” Tue Mifery and . 
vagatices kreten chef with, either by their natiis 
1 ral Teridene „er their Offenſtveneſs to their beſt _ 
Friends, will not cönquer, nay 1 nt 
fo rtich as n cu for) 2 little Linse 
their” Inclination to them. Vicious Inclinations 
are the moſt unreaſvnable Things in the World; 
and therefore \ ſomewhat 'anore/than bare Reaſun 
J is neceſſary to rectify a Mind in- 
flav'd by chem, and to form it to to à Divine likes 
neſs. This is only to be effected by a mighty 
Power. hence? fo commonly inthe Scripture | 
aferib'd to he Holy Spitis; as tis particularly 
the Text: Writrey nor with Ink, batby be oprrit:af 
bot + Gbd. Tora of 15 © 1 0% 21 % Hin 
Lil DIEDR Nit Boi er el 548d} 0; 535 aw 
BUT KV be here W «Would ie a 
upon HR Necvunt Have been moſt proper to haue 
ied 1 5 Corinthiuns "the. Epiſtis "of rho! Holy. 
; Mrs n (5,44 F* 1 N 4 10 10 e N 74 
| N iet SS . 185 4421 As os 2 44 S312 F446 1 
1 Arfiver : WE eker to ecuſider-it what 
N Holy Spit, and that is, «asthe Yoder 
p of -our- Wert eee ; 
het 3 the World, tofſbpply the 
5 want of is on Preſence with thein in 
by his Spirit, and to be thus w¹ỹ f ll, 


cu ateh. 
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. _ is 2 * mano pg their 


| rit now does; 8 in the Name _ Behalf. 


af Chriſt 5 and our Redeemer now accompliſhes all 
his Work in this World by his Spirit, Where fo 
though the 8 aa was the immediate Authoy 
their'Convertion, tis without any manner f 
propriety = pon r they are called: 


e of cb. 


2. WHEN — Abele 2alls 155 Ce . 


upon the account of their Converſion, tbe 1 ; 
_ Chriſt,” he means, that Chriſt had thereby. mad 
ſome Declaration of his Mind. We con der 2 
Epiſtle as a ſignification of the Mind of the Wo 
ter: and ſuch did he look upon the Corinths 
their Converſion to be; which, I conceive, is the 


true Reaſon why he makes ule of this W en 


And without ſtraining it, we may ſay they are 
= mnt as the E piſtle of Chriſt, or a Deco 
his Will, upan a double account. 175 11 


ing BECAUSE they were os by their itt 
d\into'the Mind and Will of Chrift. He has 
ade a Declaration of his Will in his Word, from 
which we are to learn our Religion, and to which 
we are to have recourſe as to à ſure Standard, in 
the examining and 19 i b every Doctrine. But 
Uttle Nose is taken of by a careleſs World; 


* who will not be at the Pains of learning what our 


Religion is out of the perfect Rule of it. Chriſt 
therefore has taken cate in a more eaſie way to 
give them ſome Notices of it; ond. by. changing 
the Hearts and Lives of Sinners, h e ſets 
their Eyes examples of the Religion he has inſti- 
rated, Parry the World what the Deſign of his 


belors 


4 


left us. For if Men will ne OE to = 
any ſerious Reflections, they muſt be ſenſible of 
An extraordinary” Excellency and Lovelineſs in 2 
truly Chriſtian — 2 When the Rules of - 
the Goſpel are Gl out fairly into the Liſe, the 


Luſtre of them is too great not to ſtrike the Re- ; vi as 


Hölders with Admiration. This ſhould make 
Chriſtians careful to live up to their Rule, that, 
as our Saviour fays, their Light may ſo. ſoins before 
. ws that they may ſee then good Works, and glo- 


Adie.v od 


that ſuch as at preſent do not obey the Word 1 Per. 2 
may without the Word by beholding. the goal _— I, 2. 


heir Father who is in Heaven. *Tis no unlikely 
Thing, 


22 of Chriſtians hn won, firſt to a liking, and 
then to aw” hearty embracing Chriſtianity... 80 


that the circumſpect Deportment-of Chriſtians is 
of Chee to an inconſiderate World ; who may by 
-beholding it learn what Sobriety | | Temperance, 
9 ene Meekneſs, Self- Denial, Equity, Cha- 

Tity, Mercifulneſs, 'Truft in God, Reſignation and 
Devotedheſs to tis Will, and, in ſhart, what uni- 
verſal Holineſs Chriſt 7 3 in * Dice ok and - 


Followers. | l {all blugd / 46cm 
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WE are led to tllis Senſe of the ene, 
the laſt Clanſe of the Text, wherein he 4 
their Converſion to the giving ofi the Old 

and ſays, this Epiſtle of Cbriſ was not written yo 
Tables of Stone, Jur in fleſhly Tables of abe Heart, 
PE This is a more excellent and noble Way, 
— has taken bo — as it were, 
By $ Law. He has ingraven it up- 
„eon, zh made it an imward governing Principle 

our Hearts and all your Actions which pro- 


0 a wit you 4 — ne all that 


ndious kind of Declaration of the Mind 
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Apoſtleſhi > ſhould be doubtful to others, yet it 
could not 2 ſo to them, ſince they had the ſame 
Evidence of it they had of their own Chriſtianity, 


AND thus likewiſe he argues elſewhere in his 
Second Epiſtle to them. Since ye ſeek 2 Proof of ꝛ Gor. xiii. 
Chrift ſpeaking in me, which to you-ward is not weak, 3» 5: 

but is mighty in you —— Examine your ſelves whe- i 
ther ye be in the Faith; prove your own ſelves. He iſ 
zudg'd their being in the Faith an evident Proof 48 
of Chriſt's ſpeaking in him, and owning him as 

his Miniſter, „ oa | 


| AND when in the Text he calls them be Epi- 
file of Chriſt, written not in Tables of Stone, but in 
feſbly T: ables of the Heart > he certainly | intimat es, 
| that as God's writing the Law in Tables 25 Stone 
was an Atteſtation of the Commiſſion of Moſes,  Þ} 
to whom he deliver'd them, to carry them to the 


People; ſo the Corinthians were to look upon 
Chriſt's writing his Laws in their Hearts, as an 
Atteſtation of his Commiiſion, whoſe Miniſtry 

he was pleaſed to make uſe of in doing it. And 

1 this account he calls them his own Epefte in 

the foregoing Verſe, whom he calls 0 Ep:tle of = 
Chriſt in the Text. Ie are, ſays he, our Ka 1 
that is, written in my Behalf: ye are the Epiſtle 

by which Chriſt has been pleas d to recommend 


NOW his Argument here is of this Nature. 
Lou Corinthians have been effectually prevaiFd 
upon to relinquiſh. your Idolatrous-and wicked 
Courſe of Life, and to turn ſincerely to God hx 
Chriſt. This happy Change was too Great, No- 
ble and Difficult to be effected. by any Humane 
Skill and Power, and A W 

e | i ork 
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18 ____ A Uſeful Miſtry 
Work of the Redeemer. Chriſt, who has wrought 
yon to this, has done it by my Miniſtry.” But it 
is not to be thought, he would thus concur with, 

or make uſe of a Miſtry, which he did not ap- 

| prove. And therefore I may well eſteem his Con- 
VvVerting you by my Means as an Atteftation to my 
MiIniſtry, and may look upon you as manifeſtly 
71 Aleclared to be the Epiſtle of Cbriſt, written in my 
Behalf, whereby he does in effect Ratify and Seal 
to you, and to the World, my Miniſtry and Apo- 


\ AND thus I have endeavour'd to explain the | 

Apoſtles meaning, and clear his Reaſoning to you. 
And doubtleſs theſe Things were written, and are in 
the Scriptures handed down to us, for our Learn- 

g; and therefore tis not improper for us, 


III. TO inquire, How far tis warrantable for 
nus now to eſteem any as the Epr/tle of Chriſt, and 
to form a Judgment concerning the Miniſters of 
the preſent Time by ſuch a kind of Rule, as that 
which the Apoſtle here goes upon. There would 
have been leſs Occaſion to treat of this Matter, 
had not ſome Men appear'd ſo earneſtly deſirous || 
of condemning the Miniſtry of their Neighbours. || 
Of whom it may well be ſaid, as tis of ſome who 
| Gat iv. rs, troubled the Galatians ;, They zealouſly alſect you, 
. 7h not well; yea, they would exclude you, (ſome Co- 
F Pies read us To expreſs our Caſe we may join both; 
for they would exclude both you and” us; you from 
the Church; and ws from the Miniſtry) that yon 
might affect them, and confine your Reſpects to 
them. I ſuppoſe every one will allow, that tis 
very deſireable, fome certain Scripture Rule ſhould = 
be propos'd to examine Mens Pretenſions by, and 
that it thould be ſuch an one as is level to the Ca- 
N ; . Pacities 


as. PBL 


a «cc. fi 4@a—s IE 
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en ok all, Go nce every Chriſtian is to > 5 
and chuſe for himſelf what Miniſtry to ſit under. 
Now with ſuch a Rule, I think, the Diſcourſe of 
the Apoſtle here ſupplies Us. Pa if we may 
judge by the Succeſs and Uſefulneſs of any Mini- 
ſtry, that is a ching liable to the Obſervation ß 

the meaneſt Chriſtian, who is diſposꝰd Tr * — 

Er what Miniſt he ſhould prefer. I — 


I hal briefly i my Senſe of this Matter 
in theſe following Os tions 


) s 6 
1. Tis certain, when our Lund td 2 bur 54 
he deſign'd to continue it to the End of the World. 
This is evident by his Promiſe, that the Gates Waco, 
| 1 ſhould not prevail n „ XVI. 18. 


2. As Chrift will have a Church, 10 he will me 
a \ Miniſtry in it through all Ages of the World. 
For the Proof of which I need only appeal to that 
expreſs Text; He. gave ſome, Apoſtles : and ſome, xy. ir. 
Prophets : and ſome, Evangelifts : and ſome, Paſtors 11, 12,13. 
and Teachers 5 for the perſecting of the Saints, for 9 
the Work f the Miniſtry, for the edifying the Body 
of Chriſt : till we all come in the Unity of the Faith, 
and of the Knowledge of the Son 8 God, unto 4 
perſect Man, unto the Mea fur ure of the Stature of woe 
IOW? of Chriſt. 


3. If Chriſt as: 2 | Miniſtry for oY Edif cation 
of Ris Church, then that Miniſtry may be known 
and diſtingui hd. Were there no Mar s, by which 
the Chak; could diſtinguith the Officers he hag 
appointed for their Edification, how ſhould they 
know to whom they ihould apply themſelves, or 
in what Method they ſhould ſeek their Edification? ** 
As Chriſt. the great — has n e 5 
8 . 


. ' Fainties, who they are, to whom they 


5 55 = 5 — * Flock, p _ — 
- ſuppos'd to have left his Flock: -wholly at Dncer- 


mit themſelves 1 in order to their being fed. 
| + 

. 7 TH E t true Miniſter 0 Ch « 2 
| 4 ti it, Were 'd by ſome 
Mai, by 2 thoſe in ſucceeding ges 
be known, When the firſt F oundations of the 
hriſtian Church were to be laid, and Chriſt's Mi- 
niſters were ſent forth to ſpread a New Religion 
in the World, not only extraordinary Degrees of 
hawany 0 Holineſs and "Courage; but an extraordi- 

Atteſtation of their Commiſſion was neceſſa- 
Hence the . . who were firſt ſent forth, 

5 were endow'd with a Power of working Miracles, 
and diſcerning Spirits; which, 4 with all 

ſuch extraordinary Operations of the Spirit, are 
long ſince ceaſed, and conſequently cannot be the 
Marks of the true Miniſtry in the preſent Age. 
- There is no Church or Miniſtry now in the World, 
which pretends to theſe, except the Church of 
Rome, which has been detected in ſo many of 
her Forgeries, that, inſtead of advancing, ſne has 
ſunk her Reputation with all wiſe Men, by pretend 
ing to them. Among Froteſlant: there are none, 
| N pen to any . Evidence of er E bee 
ſon. 2 4 


+ $4 Sue thoſe ext ordinary Gifts, hich & 
Apoſtles appeal'd to as Evidences of their Commiſ- 
ſion, are univerſally ceas d, tis but reaſonable the 
Pretenſions of Miniſters ſhould now: be examind 
by. any ober Evidences they appeal d to, and par- 
25 nl by this of Succeſs. - For certainly they 
Aid not 33 to * — their 7 7 any 


n * #-& > 233 "4 ap 
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An N which Id not 8 
upon * extraordinary Gifts, they may be under-" 

ſtood to direct Chriftzans, how to judge of Mens 
Pretenſions in all the following Ages of the World. 
And conſequently it cannot be thought unreaſon- 


this Argument from Succeſs, 
Ten e 2 


FE THOUGH the Succofrof the Pro and; 
L firſt Miniſters of the Chriſtian Church might, upon 
the account of ſome Circumſtances, have an Ad- 
vantage above that of the Miniſters of ſucceeding- - 
Ages; yet the main Reaſon, why Succeſs was an 
Argument in the Behalf of their Miniſtry, will 


ce the On: 


hold good 

the End of the World. The Number of their 
Converts, and their being Converted from Gen- 
tiliſm and the groſſeſt Idolatry, muſt be ond to 


_ of their Miniſtry : but ſtill the Principal Req- 
fon, why Succeſs was an Atteſtation of the Apo- 


tles Commiſſion, was, that from the Suecels it ap- 


pear'd Chriſt own d their Miniſtry by making it 
effectual, the Work being too great tobewrought by 
any but krimſelf. Now this is true in all Ages, and 
the Converſion of a Sinner, and the eſtabliſhing and 
improving him nerd, muſt now as neceſlaril 
be the Work of Chriſt b his Spirit, as at firſt 


And therefore Succeſs muſt as really argue the In- 


terpoſition of Chriſt now as ever. And if his 
Interpoſition was forwerly, it muſt be fill an Ev 


7 opera e ang 1OT1Z ing any Miniſtry. 
7. THERE is the more the Reaſon to 


| argue 
| the Falidicy of any Miniſtry from the Succeſs of 
It, becauſe this is an 6 the a 5 

| on 


able for —— now to lay ine ſtreſs upon | 


to vindicate any ſucceſsful Miniſtry to 


be Circumſtances which greatly enhanc'd the. Suc- - 


- Ta % * ? 
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imagine by what better Rule we can judge of the 
SGoodneſs of any Thing, than by its intire Ten- 

and Uſefulneſs to promote the chief End of 
it. This was the main Reaſon of the Inſtitution | 


1 the Miniſtry, that Sinners might be Converted, 


and Saints Edified. That Miniſtry therefore, 
Vvrhich contributes moſt ta the effecting theſe Things, 
muſt, without all Queſtion, be the Miniftry which 
* Author of the amt does . een, 


AS thee Relig __ be beſt; which: is | beſt. 
d in its Doctrines, Rules and Motives to 


make Men univerſally Holy; and the Chriſtian 


Religion has in this Reſpect vaſtly the Advantage 
above any other; ſo that Miniſtry ſeems alwa — 

to me moſt approv'd of Chriſt, and therefore 
teſt to be choſen by Chriſtians, which is belt 
adapted to promote true Chriſtianity „ and, by the 
Bleſſing of Chriſt, is made moſt ele to — 
End. Nor can I apprehend i it dangerous for Chri- 
ſtians to have a regard to this Rule in making their 
Choice. For, however they may find themſelves 
3 with the Subtilties of a Bippute, and may 
perhaps be at a loſs what to think of a particular 
Mode and Ceremony, whether it be pleaſing to 
"Chriſt, or no; yet that an Univerſal Holineſs, 
which is the Image of God and of Chriſt, is plea- 
ſing to him, muſt be paſt all Doubt and Queſtion With 
"ns And there will be good Reaſon for them to 


ö = ji 9. br 9 the Miniſters are Labourers together with God 


(or of God) if they can evidently diſcern their 


; People are God's Randy, are God's ig. ** 
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5 —— — various other Circumſtances. 


* to attend a 
Suc- 


N 1 5 . » 


* - * . * a 
bd e en q WIRE * 
ry d 6a deb io 3 TILT — 
+ 


= Pad i s 


Suc l Aid and whereby Chriſt, 8 - > 
would not have his People be at a loſs about the "MN 
Means of their Edification, will take Care to 
recommend to them that Miniſtry, which he beſt 
Iikes, and will moſt own. . Give me © ave to name 

a few of theſe pL | NR En 


2: WITHOUT all ak a competant Mex 
. of Seripture-Knowledge, a Profeſſion of the 
true Faith, and a Renouncing ſuch Opinions as 
are inconſiſtent wich Chriſtianity, always accom- 

pany the Miniſtry which Chriſt owns with Suc- 
_ ceſs, Such are requir d to be apt to teach; but ;; al.. 
ho can they be ſo, if they are unacquainted with 
the very Rule of their Teaching? The Scripture is 2 Tim. Il. 
| Profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correion, 16, 17. 
For Iuſtruction in Ri 1 That the Man 
God (or Minifter of the Goſpel) may be pere, 
_ throughly Hirn iſhed unto all good 1 orks. Tis deſire- 
able, th „who are deſign'd to teach others, ſhould _ _ 
be, as Imothy was, brought up from their Child- v. 12. 
hood in the Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, | 
And if Men profeſs: and preach any thing mcon- 


N 


ſiſtent with the main eſſential Doctrines of Chri- 


ſtianity, they ſubvert Mens Souls, and cannot be 
the Means of ſaving them. Chriſt owns not ſuch 
with Succeſs: but they are grievous Wolves, that 49. REY 
G not the Flock, Tis therefore a neceſſary _ 3 

ualification of true Miniſters, that they hold faſt 25.1. 0 5 
the faithful Word, as they have been 1 that they "2 

may be able by found Doctrine, on to ee 1 o <0 
| Convince zhe Gain ayers. $53" } . - = 


2. 1 cannot but think, an n apparent Fo be 

5 of Life and Converſation is one Qualification of 
the Miniſters, whom Chriſt is pleaſed to own with 
ee and whom - Chriſſians. ſhould: chuſe to 


: adhere 
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if we may judge by the Epiſtles to Timorby and 
Tus; the Author of which thought it very pro- 


— 


er alſo to mention the Regularity of his own Be- 
haviour, when he would recommend himſelf to the 


„e ii Theſſalonians. Te are Witneſſes, ſays he, and God alſo, 


10 


how holily, and Juftl and unblameably we behaved 


our ſelves among you that believe. Men will never 


* 
2 
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de heartily concern'd to ſpread that Religion, 
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which they have not themſelves cordially em- 


brac d. Hypocrites may crowd themſelves into 
the Miniſtry, as well as into the Church, and may 


demean themſelves fo as to paſs undiſcern d: And 
in that Caſe it may Noe God to render their Mi- 


niſtry ſucceſsful. Charity teaches us to judge 


Men ſincere in their Pretences, till they evidence 


the contrary. And it were ſad indeed for the Church 

of God, if their Edification were ſo precarious, as 
abſolutely todepend upon the internal Holineſs and 
Sincerity of their Miniſters. God therefore, out of 


a regard to his own Inſtitution, and that Charity 


which he approves in Chriſtians, may ſucceed the 
Miniſtrat ions of ſuch. But when theſe Hypocrites 
pull off the Mask, and retain not any longer the 
outward ſhew of Holineſs and Piety, but become 
openly and ſcandalouſſy looſe, they forfeit all Claim 
to the reſpect and charitable Opinion of the 
Church of God, and are to be avoided by all ſe- 
rious Chriſtians. Now tis not in this Caſe Cha- 


rity, but downright Folly and Madneſs, for Men 


to think they may ſafely put their Souls under 


— 


their Care; ſince tis notorious they take no Care | 


of their own. And as all Hypocrites invading the 
Office are unapprov'd of God, ſo when their Hy- 
pocriſy. is made manifeſt to all, and tis therefore 
apparently Chriſtians Duty to forſake them; I 
cannot think, God does any longer own _ 
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eghgence; and Sloth. remain ene under 
their Miniſtry, 500 ſeeking out after a better, 
as they are bound to 70, at the Peril of their bre | 
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5 = THE B A Succeſs receives an 
dition 5 gi when: that Succeſs is obtain 1 
oy 390 ry, notwithſtanding - many worldly 
ſcouras 5905 which attend it. It has been or- 
N. the Lot of God's moſt faithful Servants 
mort with Irtle Countenance . from Men. The 
* 15 in Wickednel and the Stream uſes to 


ongly againft th ho teſt ach the 
e of TN . 225 1 


A. Prrſecuti Ot 1 fan * 
Cauſe 3 725 the Men, hoe e Weapons are Carnal, 
and who deſire to inforce their Diſcipline by Op- 


preſſion, manage their Varfare in a very different 


manner from the A les. But to be ned hardly 


deſpis d and perſecuted ſor 


aud upkind] 


Conſcience: 255 5 yields a {troug Prefumption of a 


Mans Sincerity, 5 5 18 ee the, 
Practice. of the Duty of Self-Denyal, hie 5 
Lord has declared ablolutely nece in all = 


Diſciples. And when they, who yk no Carnal 
N 3 to back their Arguments, but meet with 
a violent Oppoſition from their Neighbours, are 
favour'd Tk 2 the moſt Succeſs in their Miniſtrati- 
ons, tis a ſign of the Goodneſs, of their Warfare, 


and that n err Weapons are, ho not Carnal, yet 2 cor. x. « 
mighty through God, to the ' pulling down. flrong ö 


Holdt. The Divine Power is more conſpicuous, 
in converting Sinners, when there are no worldly 


n on the ſide ah to recon 


II cannot be thought unreaſonable to [Os ſome 5 


Streſs upon this, ſince the Apoſtle in this wery 
N argues from ſome 1 EY” 


Conſiderations the. 
Preſerableneſs of his own Miniſtry, to that of his 
e and Wy A 3 zn 


Wie 5 
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what has been {aid in theſe Three follow 
Hections. TE 15 4 * 


I IF by ſuch Things ewe infifted'on the 


| 8 Goodneſs of any: Miniſtry” may be * 


diſcern d, the Cee 


; Bur Wtiniftr) 
certainly of no Moment; 


ut our Claims an ps. 


tenſions muſt be ſupported! by much better "and 


ſtronger „ than aré, theirs who object 
With ſo mel Fu 


Againſt us. As often 28 1 
ſider the State of dur preſent Bine 
review the little Obſervation T have made 


des, Int 


| in ile World,” I am forc d to fall in and fimiſh all 


With that Peterminatien : amm tea cum Puri- 


Horith Yriplibanio: And tis à Conſiderable Pleaſure 
And Satisfactiem to me, to find my RIF Joitt'd with 


thoſe on Farth; with whom, Fr Conſcience tells 


E me, I kannot but deſtre to be vey d at the Seat 
5 _ tion of the lat es 
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I am ſenſi ble his Adin "wy Jon MET 


0 ou and many will be apt to think it carries in it 
an Air of Boaſting, and ſo of Vanity and Folly. 
But they, who will be forwardeſt to cenſure our 
Argument, have, of all Men, moſt Reaſon to be 
farigfied with the Apoloę „ which, with the Apo- 
ſtle, we make for bu, Rees. For If ue are be- 


rome Fools! in Glorying, we' may well expect They 


ſhould bear with or * fines They are them- 


li IH ſelves 
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ones pies Talks 
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1 the Reputation of our Mi we 

0 indlifferent About that as we e as 

we ſhighld: 5 & little Reaſon to compldin h 

Pr  Jadgin ng üs atWorthy of the Character. I 


An ſure 1 5 Tai have Reaſon: to be öffended, that 
in 2 Place | 2 Wwe are aſſaulted with ſo much 
Violence = ha defend our ſelves, and Tor” a ſuſtifi- 


cation 1 of Mipiftry appeal with the Apbſt e to 
the ae of it, humbly requeſting wor Ad. 
Vertaries, if the) "think fr i pet a wy 

Son the the Wh me 


Ly nay £ 7 % * 9 7 # 1 
44 3 1 * 2 3 6 i +0 


LET then the Lives d Cowen 2 our 


People be compar 'd with thoſe of their Neigh- 
bours Tam! fare we need not fear the Sentence of 
8 Is, different arid impartial ' Judge. Nay, our 
Alverſatics'the elves muſt give it in dur Favor, 
il they will but Boneſtiy own, by "what Rule they 
7 at the Characterg an | Principles of Stringer 

en they happen into t iy. Let them 

it Hay Aeclite; on which ſide they orditiaril 

uſpect > er aud the Prunkatt to be, 291 
- What Opinion they entertain of ſuch as abſtain from 
and thew'a an n abhorrence of thoſe Vices. de 


Ion "we: are not Nu TIO Eb ge. What 
Church ever was from the Begi innig of the World? 
Nor are we clear in our Aſlemblles of all looſe 
Perſons; but I verily think our Communions are 
not ordinarily reprodch d. tor Perſons” open "ſean- 
datons and profane. "Thoſe" of ſuch 4 Character 


müſt belong to another, if they are of any” Com 


ſmitumon; 7 no Intereſt of a Party prevails with 
us to receive or: keep them Wang in ours. 
Noc one, that Nxnow We — us With ſuffer⸗ 


ing 
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ſelves in receive the Lord's Suppe 


| learn d, and .conſequent] hel taught, where ms 


ture the Reputation of our Mi 
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tion fas Offices and. Ha 
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| Lands Ordinances and. Inſtitutions. 5 , I 23 


"mim 1 ets r wick — 4 


ſee them 2 amo . An | 
our Miniſtr mid by 3 57 W bſer 


vation: T t r fach a8 have 1 us ordinarily V. grow, 
worſe, and they 5 come over to us own 
grow better. den het eek rat f F JE 5 


FARTHER; Were en Netz is te fo 
the horrid Sins, which are 11 prevailing in 
Land, their Adverſaries would, not fail to 1 


them hear of them, and w — — leſs Gelen 
to charge them ſo often with ſufpec ed Crimes only . 


r Eee and 5 e _ Hy 
would be much weaker, and, the Charge ot par 


cular Vices and Immoralities, that could be be prox 
would be much lowder... Were ſcandalous i 

as rife, in our Communion, as in theirs, they 
would not triumph at the rate they ſometimes do; ; 


when they think they have got an Advantage : of 
in- 


particular "Perſon s diſgracing, his Profeſſion. 


gl Inſtances of Immorality among us would then Y 


as little taken notice of as they are now. 


them. In ſhort; if Sobriety, Righreouſne an pu | . 
 Godlineſs are the great Things, which be 


Gad teac hes, and the Grace of God is pi ty 


things are moſt. prevail 


tit 
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war 8 "theſs Things are AIMS to its 
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"WHEN our Intereſt whe or Peet ns 
Nation, and it Was thought neceſſary" to 
and (if poſſible deſtroy it, Perſecuting be 
ng Vice and Debauchery were Jag 
the moſt proper Methods in Order to it. And 
Ret I quity abounded, our Intereſt with that of 
or plain common Chriſtianity (for we 


pla hos no Sthes) conſiderably declin'd; and our 


> lefs Succeſsful than it had been 
3 gd py "And y et I doubt not but the greateſt ſhare. 
of the little Religion and Piety, that has conti- 
nued in the Nation, has been owing to that Mi. 

niſtry, which is at this Day ſo much deſpiſed 
and Pihffel. And doubtleſs the Methods, which 
our” MAtverſaries then took, diſcover d plainly: 
nor gh what Opinion they had of us, and that thelr 
 Difpleafure againſt us was, becauſe the 
we had too much Religion z although 
ſame time permitted their Fury, that by 
teous ite, he might rebuke us for having ſo 


. ſo much below che _—_ of 


| _ ER; "IF Men will ay 
theſe Things, the other Circumſtances I mention d, 
Will; T doubt not, be found e and re. 


commend the Miniſtry I plead 


| 7, OUR, Adverſaries tente tons! ini” e 
rok, to . us with holding Opinions cn: 


trary to the Chriftian Fairb. They are pleaſed 
ind to make a thew of deſpiſing us as meanlx 
— And tis no wonder, if under our Dif- 


advantages 


"An 2 ft Dy 


| Pref. te his 
Piaf. Cure dence and 
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avant ages there are ſomg, w 

Learning are leſs than one waak 1 
niſter. I hey ought not however ta e 

upon us; conſidering how much worſe it Lf 
with cee 2 0 e Time, 


e 
and uh Eee "that notw 2 aftay od in 
all their preſent. Advantages, tis much = | 
them ſtill. 25 1 2 5 Ga 10 2 paßt of: 2 e, 
ho come' to be ug, e not 1gHOT an 
40 ——— 4 — — e aße, Nee 
not ee 20 know. its and that, be gelte pare 
of: Knom led ge is not that t bp 2 fe 
greateſt Stra ers, Ine the Þ 1255 1 050 10 
Seriptores;! Tram well Il fatighed, 1 cre. could 
fund any ſo; ignorant, among ug, they en ney 
Jay in excnſe. Atheir Ignorance, That iber 
Never. mention the, reading of: the; Scrrptyres 70 hen: 
We have none ſo unacquainie With the. Sox: 

ptures, / as that, ahey can give ug e 17 01 
4 dery in el, one, , Frbe. Contents eve 
Goſpels, ' Ve have none, w e 1 ah 10 i PA 
bat in 4 wel regulated Sate of. Ibings the would 
appear not knowing enough to be _admitte to the 
Hol Sacrament, I hope, ſo -groſs an Tenorance in 
the. Fundamentals of Religion bas not; ſpread it ſelf 
ſe mneb among thoſs of our Side, who ong bi, 10 


a a 4 


teach ot bers, as that they, Tt ther 95, 7 th 
the firſt Principſes of ibe Oracles, of. 


Ses de kind of Inſufficiency they will not N us 


dan with, a8 they, know: we can, them, upon the Evi- 
eſtumony of an me ar f Perſon, MWE 
p- 516: has en opportunity of knowing as) 
| barry and me, to P e hath fil Trad, 0 
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he is forc'd, with all Good Men, grievouſly to 
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8 at an End anmiong us. Or, if it be not, 


e People only can be to blame, who, as they 


ought, ſo they have it in their Power eaſily to 


rid themſelves of it. And tis unreaſonable we 
| thould be reproach'd with any vicious Perſons, 
whom we have rejected; at. leaſt; it will not be 
very modeſt for thoſe to upbraid us, who have 
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2. OUR Miniſters are not looſe and diſorderly 
in their Behaviour. When any become ſo, they 
ſoon ſink their Reputation, and their Miniſtry is 
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been ſo kind as to receive them to officiate in their 


own Church. 


GO 4 * l 
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Things of our Holy Religion, viz. The explaining 
and urging upon Men N toward God, Faith 
in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and an univerſal Obedi- 
. ta MBDLAWS. - if 1 83. 


% WE have plainly diſcover'd 2 greater Concern 
to make our Hearers good Chriſtzans, than / zea- 


lous Party-Men, And, to ſpeak freely, I think 


we have been almoſt pniverſally: guilty, of an 
Frrour, tho tis an Errour (as they tay) on the 


right Hand : That we have wholly, in a manner, 


way'd in our Sermons the Matters in Controverſy 
| between us and our Adverſaries, which though 
they are of little Moment, if compar d with the 
other, yet doubtleſs are of too great Moment to 

quite left out of our Diſcourſes. Herein, IL 
think, we have been injurious to our own Intereſt 
and that of Truth. DO. 


3. NOTHING can be more evident to thoſe, 
who ate at all acquainted with our Miniſtry, than 
that it aims at promoting the great and. eſſenrral” 


= BUT 


. U — Mode 
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taken op many of our Adverſaries, their Errour 
will ap pats Gar been much worſe. The Heat 
of their! Ze Zeal againft us has conſumd their Dif 
cretion, and their very Miniſtry itſelf. The Ten- 
dency of a great part of their Sermons has been 
not to ER but abuſe Mens udgments, and in- 
flame their Anger and Wrath. They have. not 
only laviih'd . their [Miniſtry upan the leaſt 
uſeful Subjects, but by their Preaching: oily = 9 ren 
der d their Hearers of a more malicious and inve- 
terate, that is, of a more Unchriftian 1 than 


* would otherwiſe have been. 3 


7 


4. WITH what 22 have « ar. Adverfaries 
managed their Oppoſition againſt dur "Miniſtry ? 
"Thoſe. who are vers 1 cannot 


but obſerve a ſcarcity of Scripture-Arguments, 
where our A verſaries hold. have been moſt co- 


pious in them, conſidering what great Streſs they 
are pleas d to lay upon the Things; ODE: what Rea- 

{on they can tell beſt ee One chief Aim 
of their Managers ſeems to be, to lead Men from 
the Siptures to Fathers and Concile, not | becauſe 
their Conſtitution is not condemnd by them, but 

becauſe they know the People have-neither Time, 
nor Capacity to examine. theſe; and fo when they 
have got them into ſuch a Wood, they To _—_ 
to bewilder and looſe Hema in it. E's 


TI 8 3 the Metier narrow: EY of 2 4 
Party. runs thro? all that fome Men meddle with, 
and fpoils much Good, which ſome of their Deſigns 
would otherwiſe probably produce, and in the Ad- 
vancement of which, it they were generouſly: - 
purſued, we ſhould readly join with them. I we 
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for the Truth of what I fay, to their Ma- 
nagement of Charity Schools, and their Soeiery for / "IF 
_ Propa ating the Golpel Concerning which I mult - 

ſay : Tis great Pity good Deſigns ſhould be ſpoiled, 

and that Men ſhould: give fo much Occaſion that 

their Good fhould be ovil ſpoken of. 
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I would not here be miſiniderſtood, as though, 


J q 
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while 1 make this Compariſon, 1 deſign'd to con- 

fine the Sueceſs of the Miniſtry to that of any one 
Tingle” Denomination among us. I perſwade my 
ſelf, there are among the Miniſters of all Parties, 
thoſe, who prefer the moſt important Matters f. 
Religion to the leſſer Things, -by which their Part 7 
18 diſtinguiſn d. And where the Appearance s 
ſmalleſt, we will not eaſily be perſwaded that 7 
their Caſe is not better than that of the Church of 
Sardis, which, notwithſtanding all. her Faults, de- 
ſerv'd this Teſtimony of our Lord: Thou haſt & rev. iii. 4. 

few Names even in Sardis. So gloriouſly. does = 
Charity overcome and triumph over that Unrea- - : | 


ſonableneſs, Unmercifulneſs and Cruelty that op- 
poſe it. Would to God our Adverfaries, who ſeem _ 
to have a very defective Notion of that Virtue, the 


10 evil, rejoiceth not in Iniquty, which -beareth 7 
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| — ah © 3 be for bidilen, or any ways hin- 
der d, oth leſs that Fire. ould come. dawn, from 
Heaven and conſume ws © though they follo ow not 
with us: May they \£0 an d proſper. For. lince or 
work the. Works of the Lord, even as we alſo do 
and in the main walk by the Same Rule with us, | 
why ſhould we not wiſh, hat Peace may be on 
them, as we doubt not, they alſo do on us? But 
give me leave to fay : that theſe, though the 
Ornaments of their Communion, can add but 
little Reputation to the angry Generation, who 
are fo tree in condemning us. My Reaſon is; 
becauſe they are aſham'd of all — 4 and number 
. them on our Side; who n our Nl not diſ- 
pO pleas d at our having them, and all honeſt and 
Eire 2 reckon d in the fame We with our 
* +; ri nite 
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„ FINALLY, The bittet o al e our Ad. 
. ae themſelves cannot be diſpleas'd, if of the 
laſt Circumſtance, which ſerves to recommend a 
Miniſtry, we ſpeak with ſome kind of Triumph; 
I mean, our embarraſs d with all vifi ible 
Diſcouragements. or we can bear them Record, 
they have been always induſtrious to. furniſh us 
with it, and have been willing we ſhould keep 
this Argument intirely to our ſelves. And for our 
part, we are contentedly deſtitute of thoſe ſecular 
Advantages, without which, we apprehend their 
Cauſe would ſoon ſink to the Ground, We envy 
them not their Tizhes and large Revenues. Though 
our Subſiſtence is meaner and more precarious, 
vet tis the more ſatisfactory to us, becauſe: it 
comes in juſt the ſame honeſt Way it did to the 
Apoſtles and firſt Miniſters of the Chriſtian 
Church. We repine not, that we have no Spiri- 
of Courts (as * al * to inforce our Yin 
cipline 
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cipline with a Temporal Power. If the Autho- 
rity. of Chriſt, will not make Men regard us, we 
otyn we are not diſpos d to drive a Trade in Ex- 
communications and Abſolutions, which yet (I pro: 
miſe you) is like to prove a very profitable one, 
as ſoon as ever the People can be enflav'd into 
the Belief of the Prieſts abſolute Power of forgiv- 
ing Sins. And while our Conſciences are clear, 
and teſtify we have not at the Hands of Men de- 
ſerv'd them, we glory in the Hardſhips formerly = 
or lately laid upon us. We take Pleaſure in Infirms- 2 d. 1 
ties, in Reproaches, in Neceſſities, in Perſecutions, © | 
in Diſtreſſes for Chriſt's ſake. We hope we have 2 or. vi. 
in all Things approved our ſelves as the Minifters of 41 3, 8, 8. 
God, in much Patience, in Aflictions, in Neceſſuies, © 
in Diſtreſſes, in Impriſonments, in Tumulte, by Ho. 
nour and Diſhonour, by evil Report and good Report? 
as Deceivers and yet True, as unknown and yet well 
known, And ſince ſuch Things are ſuppos'd to in- 
hance and embelliſh the Character of a Miniſter, 
we take the Liberty to ſay of our Adverſaries, - Are 
bey Miniſters of Chrift * We are more. vx 


2. IF the Succeſs of any Miniſtry is an evi- 
dence of the Goodneſs of it; this may very well 
be applied to thoſe in the Miniſtry ; and may 
ſerve to direct them in their Aims, and quicken 
them in their Endeavours. Let us, my Brethren, 
make it our chief Aim to form our Hearers to 
the Mind and Will of Chriſt. In what Pain was 
this great Apoſtle of the Gentiles for the Succeſss 
of his Miniſtry. My little Children, ſays he to Gal. iv. 19. 
the Galatians, of whom I travail again in Birth, 
until Chrift be formd in you. He tells his Corin- _ 
zhians: He was jealous over them with a Godly? Or. xi. 
Jealouſy, becauſe he had eſpouſed them to one Hus-*» 3 
band, that he might preſent them as a chaſte Virgin 
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rbe Serpent beguiled Eve through his Subtilty, fo their 
Minds ſhould be corrupted from the Simplicity that is 
n Chriſt. So earneſtly intent was r pred 
ſign, that he gave himſelf wholly to the preaching 
pft the Goſpel, as the moſt likely way to promote 
it, and therefore left the Work of Baprizing, as an 
inferiour Part of his Office, to others, and thanks 
God he had Baptized very few among the Corin- 
es bias, Tap any frnld ſay be bad Bojeiued' in" Bi 
own Name; that is, left any e | 
ö Sting up a little Faction or Party of his own, 
And debating the Inſtitution of Chriſt (as we ſee 
Mlen do) to advance it. He tells us exprefly : 
n Chrift ſeat him not to Baptixe, but to Preach the GH 
- -* pel, i. e. He ſent him not ſo much to Baptize as to 
Preach. This was his chief Work, and therefore 
de applied himſelf moſt induftrioufſy. te it. A 
very different Temper certainly his was from 
What appears in ſome Men, who, were it not for 
us, and to prevent their Peoples coming after 
us, would not care · how little they preach'd the 
Goſpel; but as for times Oh! by all Mean: 
they would engroſs it to themſelves, and rather 
than fail, they will do it where *tis wholly need- 
lefs, having been done before, and ſo they make 
Chriſt's Ordinance ſerve to liſt Men into and pro- 
mote the little Intereſt of their own Se&. So am- 
bitious are they of doing that, of the Deſign of 
which this Apoſtle could not imagine himſelf fuf- 
pected without the utmoſt Indignation and Abhor- 
-- rence. But IT muſt do this Angry Generation (who 
have lately begun this Practice) the Juſtice, as to 
cou they now begin to treat both Sacraments in 
pPauartially and with equal Reverence ; tor the other 
Sacrament has, been vilely. proſtituted by them for 
a long Time. But let us, my Brethren, 9 
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the —— of this Riese 1 a. 7 out 
our Care, in the firſt place, upon the great and | 
eſſential Matters of our Holy Religion. Let us 


every Man perfect in Chriſt Feſus: Herein 


E22 


in tis. Let us earneſtl re to convert Hin- 


| nit and improve the Saints. And in Or 


bours with Succeſs, and fo write the Laws of 


o 3 ph es 9s. 7 Tk 


peer the Hope of Glory, warning every Man, 10 i. © 
and teaching every Man in al Wiſcom, that we may 27, 28, 29. 


us labour, ſtriving according ro his Working _ -: - 
ners from the Errour * Ways, and to l 3 


eunto, let ns fervently implore the 1025 of 3 
the Divine Spirit, who a can crown our La-. 


 Chriff upon the flſply Tables of our Hearers Ha. 


as that they may evidently appear to be the Epi- 


4 Chriſt in our Behalf, If we can obtain 


— K ſuch Credentials, we may patiently bear the 
Inſults of our Adverſaries, and reſt ſatisfied in 


the Evidence we have, that © our hm | 1s ach- 
ne to God. 


3. AN D now; in the laſt Place, let me cm © 


— has been ſaid to you, who are our Beloved 


Charge. You ſee, my Brethren, what Truſt, what , cr. iii 14 ? 


5 Confidence we have. through Chriſt to Godward con- 
cerning you. We can boaſt of — 5 of you. Would 
to God we could ſay ſo of you all. We are griev d, 


when we perceive that we labour in vain as to 
any of you. We earneſtly long, and travail as t Gal iv. 19. 


were in Birth, until we ſee Chrift formed in you. 


And as Workers together with God, . we'-beſeech. your: cu, vi. x, 


alſo, that ye receive not the Grace of God in vain. 
We warn you, that you delude not your ſelves 


with a formal Profeſſion; that you think not an 3 | 


Attendance on our Miniſtrations is all |; 


ordinary 


you ſhould look after. Our Inſtructions will do 


Fas no good, if ä will not * your ſelves cally 
| ouſly 


tions.” Pray then, for the ren 


> 1; Is of Chriſt in your Heart. Then ſhall 


ee le of ul, which we Wall have eilen 


to bleſs God for. We doubt not God has already 


3 * Authority, we deſire no Reſpect, but for your 
| Benefit, which we would gladly adapt all our 

; 2 Cor, . Miniſtrations to ; being earneſtly deſirous to do all 

1. Things, dearly beloved, — edifying. And theres 

17h iv. 1 fore this wo beſeech you, Brethren," and exhort. 

by tbe Lord Feſus, that as ye baue received of 


2 


pleaſe God, ſo je would abound more and more. We 
3 \ cannot be in any Pain as to your Opinion of us; 
3 fer however we ſhould not n Maniftens: in the 
3 Eſteem of others, who SAX ws us, and 'condemiy 


. be indiſputable” with you, „who are ow Work, and 
the Seal of our Miniſtry in the Lord. If we 
iind our Miniſtry ſucceſsful upon you, to increaſe 
| . all the Graces of God's Spirit in you, we ſhall 
think we approve our ſelves the Miniſters of Chriſt, 


** ET me now. therefore belavals nay; 8 


"ay you make your Profirmmg appear 20 all Men. 
| Vour other Reſpect, whatever it be, will not a= 


5 SY 11. tisfy us without this: for we ſeek not yours | but” 
14 you. By this vou will ſecure your oon Reputa - | 


our 


them, and. en 3 into — 
era 2 God's Spirit) that be ar „ 


a2. done this in magy of you, and we. glorify: God for 
Dou profeſſed Sulection to the Go ſpel of Chriſt. . But 
Cer. xiii-this we "wiſh, even your Perfettion.” \ We claim no 


* Scripture Directions, bow ye ought to wall, and 1 


. ws, without knowing us, yet our Miniſtry will 


and ſhall be eaſy and patient under the Cenſures 
Wn Eg 1 unreaſonable Men. J e 


4 2 5 vou all by the Reſpect Bloß profeſs to have for us, 
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; \ tion as Chriſtians, and ours as the Miniſters : of n 
* * yon. We fear not the * 'of 


o 
Ss 
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PS os 


our Aare TTY we Chas e e 2A — 


May we 18 ono ry more ſecur d with Wn ** 1 
8 e nk 8 n CY 

early. Below we Jeay ve. the Dnour . 
Ra. tation o piſed 8 


you 3 and fully — it, N 1 2. 
ting the Uſefulneſs of it, in the Sobriety, Righte- 
ouſneſs, and Godlineſs . of \ your Lives and Conver- 8 | 
_ | You know that wel- doing is preſcribd as 4 
zo Silence, the Ignorance of 1 Fes. ii. 3. 


dy Way fo 

Fats en : and; no doubt it will — the Mouths 1 

4 Gainſayers, r. N * ;fooliſh- ant ; 
in tf Op ith ron that-Eph. v. 13. 

| — all walk — Fly, nor as e but as Miſe. 


Exerciſe your Wa berein daily, to keep Conſciences Att; xxiv, 
mu of Offence toward God and toward Men. Work 16. 
Salvation with Fear and Trembling. And 4 _ * 7 — 0 
— all Diligence, add 10 yaw Faith, Virtue 3 3 5 , 
and to Virtue, e and to Knowledge, Tent 10 ll. 
perance; and to Temperance, Patience; and to Pati  _ _ 
' ence, Godlineſs; and to Godlineſs, Brotherly OR 
meſs; and to Brotherly Kindneſs, C Charity. "Bi 5 
theſe Things are in you, and nd, they make you 
that ye fall neither be barren, nor unfruitful „ 
the Knowledge of our Lord Feſus Chrift. And if . 
ve do theſe Things ye (ball never fall: for ſo an Eu- 
trance ſhall be mini ſtred unto you abundantly, into 
75 Everlaſting Kingdom: of. our Lord and Saviour _ 2 
Feſus Cbriſi. And then neither your not having "7 
5 bn x aſcapaliBaptiſmy nor. your failing.at:your Graves 


| 

Having th kind: andi chamtable:Words:{ad 5 f 

—— — over SWearers, Drunk. 50 
| ards, Whoremongers and Thieves, 1 a1 — 
55 you out from thence. 5 a 1 


THESE therefore are the Things we intreat A 1 
you 83 „ —_ | | 
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